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honor the giver, and they take great pleasure in the gift. When we
take good care of God's creation, we honor God, and we are able
to enjoy the many gifts that come to us in that creation. Let us not
only thank and praise God for his gifts that bring us so much
pleasure, let us also honor God by becoming good caretakers of

what God has given us.



For each of my daughters, her violin is a valuable gift that
gives her much enjoyment. Let us say, however, that one of my
daughters does not take good care of her violin. In such a case,
two things will probably happen. First, I will be hurt and disappointed.
I might wonder if my daughter was truly thankful for the gift I
gave to her. Secondly, however, if she abuses (does not take good
care of) her violin, she will no longer be able to enjoy the violin.
The violin could break and become unusable. Even if the violin
does not break, the tone of the violin can deteriorate if the wood
is not cared for properly. In short, when my daughters accepted their
violins as gifts, they also accepted the responsibility to care for those
violins.

This is very similar to what the psalmist is telling us about
our responsibility to "rule over" creation. The world God created for
us is such an inestimably valuable gift, that if we are to receive it
and take pleasure in it, we also must become its caretakers. If we
abuse our natural and human worlds, God, who has given us these
worlds, will be displeased by our negligence. Further, the more we
abuse our world, the less we will be able to enjoy that world. If
we pollute the air, we can become sick and unable to enjoy long
hikes in the mountains. If ships continue to dump toxic waste like
mercury in our oceans, gradually we will not be able to eat the fish
that the ocean provides for us. We will no longer be able to enjoy
a delicious piece of tuna.

Good rulers take good care of that over which they rule. They



(enjoying) his creation, God too is pleased.

But the psalmist adds something very interesting here. He tells
us that God has made wus the rulers over his wonderful creation.
There is nothing wrong with taking pleasure in what God has given
us. When a person, even God, gives a gift, one of the greatest
pleasures for the giver is to see the receiver of the gift enjoy what
he or she has received. We all know, however, that all gifts are
not the same. Some gifts are inexpensive; they are not very valuable.
For example, if a friend gives me a magazine she thinks I will enjoy
reading, I appreciate her kind act. But my response does not involve
a great sense of responsibility. I can read the magazine and then
throw it away. My friend will not be offended if I do just that.
Some gifts, however, are very valuable. When we receive a very
valuable gift, it usually comes with a great responsibility. Indeed,
sometimes we might even refuse to accept the gift because we don't
want to accept the responsibility that comes with receiving the gift.
For example, as many of you know, I play the violin and I also
have two daughters that play the violin. Each of us has often performed
at our chapel services here at Tohoku Gakuin. When my daughters
began their careers in college, I gave both of them violins to play.
When they accepted these violins, these gifts, each accepted the
responsibility for taking good care of her violin. Each must always
keep her violin in a safe place. She must take special care to prevent
the violin from being damaged, for example, by dropping it. In short,

each of my daughters has become the caretaker of her violin.



in which we live has been created by God. This is one reason he
is praising God. In the Bible, the meaning of the word praise is
very similar to the meaning of the word thanksgiving. Therefore, the
opening lines of this psalm express the psalmist's thanks to God and
his honor and reverence for God. Perhaps we can understand this
better if we think about why we thank and honor our own parents.
Our parents have given us life; they have nourished us. For these
reasons, they are worthy of our honor and thanks.

Another thing also "jumps out" at us as we read. Namely, God
thinks that we are very special. God cares for us. We are so special
that, according to God, we are just a little lower than the heavenly
beings. Furthermore, the psalmist tells us that God glorifies and
honors us. We might expect that a biblical poem would tell us that
we should honor and glorify God. But when we read this psalm,
we make the astounding discovery that God honors and glorifies us.

One more thing also "jumps out" at us as we read. God has
made us the caretakers of this world. Clearly, God made everything
in the world. All things that exist are gifts from God. And we can
enjoy these gifts. Indeed, God wants us to enjoy what he has given
us. Each one of us here today has enjoyed God's gifts to us. When
you eat a delicious fruit like nashi, you are enjoying a gift from
God. When you have fun with friends playing volleyball, you are
enjoying a gift from God. When you have a stimulating philosophical
argument with a friend over coffee, you are enjoying gifts from God.

And 1 sincerely believe that when God sees us taking pleasure in



ENGLISH CHAPEL SERVICE
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SCRIPTURE READING : Psalm 8 (New International Version)

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise
because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,

what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you
care for him?

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned
him with glory and honor.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything
under his feet:

all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,

the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths
of the seas.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SERMON : “The Caretakers of Creation”
This psalm is a beautiful poem. When we first read it, several
things seem to jump out at us (immediately catch our attention) as

we read. For example, the psalmist clearly believes that the universe
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